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The Italian National Tunneling Association (SIG), in the person of  Bruno Pigorini, SIG past president, is 

one of the 19 national associations that joined  forces to form the ITA in 1974.  

From its origin, Società Italiana Gallerie (SIG) has a strong and long-lasting connection with ITA, involving its 

many specialists in important positions, from Prof.  Sebastiano Pelizza, ITA’s past president (1995-1998) 

and ITA 2015  Lifetime Achievement award, to Mr. Piergiorgio Grasso, ITA’s Vice- President (2007-2010), 

up to today, with  Mr. Daniele Peila ITA’s Vice- President (2013-2016) and Prof.  Pietro Lunardi Muir Wood 

Lecture (2015). SIG’s main specialists have been active participants in the ITA’s Working Groups (WG) and in 

the ITA-CET Foundation, as Founder and Vice-President, promoting tunnelling and underground space 

culture. 

SIG has organized two ITA’s General Assemblies; the first in Florence (WTC 1986, see the picture  below) on 

the theme of “Large Underground Opening” and the second in Milan (WTC 2001) reflecting on “Progress in 

Tunnelling after 2000”. The latter was joint with the Swiss Tunnelling Society that some years later  (in 2013) 

organised the 39th General Assembly & Congress of the International Tunnelling Association. 

 

4. ORGANIZATION 

SIG EXPERIENCE IN ORGANIZING CONGRESSES 

Last but not least the second ITA-CET Foundation operational office is based in our country, in Turin and 

it has already organized international training courses in Turin and Rome, “Conventional tunnelling and 

ground reinforcing techniques` (Turin, January 2015) and “Mechanized Tunnelling in Urban Areas” (Rome, 

April 2012) and it has sponsored Specialized Master in Tunnelling and Tunnel Boring Machines in Turin’s 

Polytechnic. 
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SIG also collaborates in the organization and promotion of international tunnelling exhibitions, such as  

ExpoTunnel in Bologna (http://www.expotunnel.it/ ), Intertunnel in Turin (http://www.intertunnel.com/) and 

Samoter in Verona (http://www.samoter.it/ ). 

SIG periodically organizes technical visits, debates, conventions and congresses to promote advances in 

planning, design, construction, maintenance and safety of tunnels and underground space, by bringing 

together information thereon and by studying questions related thereto.  

Through its 600 individual and corporate members and a constant collaboration with tunnelling 

stakeholders, SIG acts as a permanent link between public and private-sector owners, professionals working 

in the design, construction, maintenance and operation of underground structure, and university. 

The periodical “Gallerie e Grandi Opere Sotterranee”  is 

the pride and glory of our association. 

Published previously once every four months and 

currently once every three months, since 1976, it 

reached issue 116 in 2015. The periodical presents 

technical and scientific papers, as well as  updates 

(Editor's opinion, news on works/tenders, news from 

Italy, reports on Technical Visits, etc.). 

Head Editor is Prof. Adolfo Colombo with the 

collaboration of an editorial and scientific committee. 

The content, layout and graphics (full colour) come 

together to form a special appointment for our 

members. 
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PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCE ORGANIZER 

AIM Group International, formerly 

AISC&MGR, is the PCO that in 1986 

and 2001 successfully organized the 

WTC congresses in Florence and 

Milan. 

If Naples is awarded, AIM Group 

International will  attend next WTC 

congresses in order to get familiar 

with the WTC stakeholders  for a  

great success of  the 2019 edition. 

http://www.aimgroupinternational.com/ 
 

Since its foundation 55 years ago, AIM Group International is committed to making a difference in its clients' 

events. We are very proud of our experience acquired by working on multiple fronts: our deep knowledge of 

the various protocols, regulations and policies of sectors, no matter how diverse, allows us to understand and 

support any customer. We are also proud of our language skills and our ability to fully understand the 

cultures and nationalities we represent. All this boils down to "Worldwide Know-how. Local Experience". 

The great strength of AIM Group International is precisely to be able to use this global expertise to act 

locally. In order to do this, our constant attention to seize the opportunities that allow us to improve is 

paramount: this way we can ensure a truly comprehensive service. Over the years, we came to realize that 

the best way to be close to the customer is to become a natural extension of its team, so that the objectives 

of the two parts match perfectly. All this has enabled us to collaborate with a great number of clients. We 

would be happy to do the same with you. 

q  Over 50 years of experience in Congress Management 

q  Events of any size anywhere 

q  Economical and financial soundness 

q  Offices worldwide 

AIM Group International organises over 3,000 events and meetings every year.  Our team of nearly 400 

people, from over 25 countries, works out of 15 offices around the world: an extraordinary depth and width 

of experience. 

Despite our size AIM Group still has a "small company" approach to client partnership. WE ARE A TEAM 

FULLY DEDICATED TO YOU.  

q International approach 

q  Latest technology 

q  Effective methodology 


